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This inspiring book is based on the true story of the children of the barrio of San Jose de la Urbina in

Caracas, Venezuela. There are no parks where they live, and the children must play in the streets.

They ask the mayor for an empty lot to build a playground, but all they get are campaign promises.

They know that they are the only ones who will make something happen, so they get their friends

and family involved until the whole barrio unites to create a space of their own.
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... there are better places to play and the kids in the impoverished 'barrio' of San Jose de La Urbina

-- gouged into the hillsides above Cararcas, a slum without running water or sanitation -- know so.

Their barrio was once a quite semi-rural village but it has been overwhelmed with poor people

crowding together in hopes of .... well, in hopes! The kids have a decent school, but without a

playground, and an adequate community library, but no playground. The truck drivers blare horns at

them when the play in the street; overtaxed mothers scream at them when they lose a ball that

bounces on the tin roofs of the steep shanty-lined slopes. Finally the kids decide to seek help from

.... the Government! From the Municipal Council, to be precise, the closest government to their

world. Their struggling, overworked parents scoff at their requests for someone to accompany them



to the Municipal Offices. Finally the Librarian offers to help. Needless to say, the paunchy politicos

of the Municipal Council treat these slum urchins as so much dirt until ....But I won't 'spoil' the story

with more details. It's a triumphant story of community organization, both of self-help and of

inter-reliance. The text is simple enough to be read to children of kindergarten age, yet interesting

enough for older children to read for themselves, especially because the art work is fantastically

vivid and amusing. The scenes of life in a Venezuelan barrio are more 'realistic' in cultural insight

than photographs; in them, a corrugated-metal shack is still a shack, but the humanity of those who

live in it is depicted with respect and appreciation.
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